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John the Baptist’s Call to Repentance

Last Sunday, we heard from John the Baptist, calling the people to repent, thundering words of
warning about the One who would come to set things right.  I’d like to share these words from Tom
Long, that say still more about what John means by repentance.  I hope they’ll help us all
experience both the challenge and the good news of John’s message.

John is not an exotic; he is a living anachronism . . . John is dressed like the old prophet
Elijah, no question about it, and the moment of his appearance is as sobering in its context as
would be the arrival of Thomas Jefferson waving a copy of the Declaration of Independence
in today’s Senate chamber.

So, now we know that John is not out of this world, he is simply out of sync . . . but so what?
Simply put, if we do not understand that John represents the past, we also cannot understand
what he has to say about the future. John, like Jesus who follows him, preaches a message of
repentance, but “repentance” is a slippery word, a “weasel word,” as someone else has
phrased it. We cannot fill it with meaning for our lives until we have come to grips with this
character who has stepped out of the pages of the Old Testament and into the pages of the
New.

Christians rejoice in the kind of repentance, which buries the rags of soiled past in favor of
the white garments of a new future. But even though this comes closer to John’s message, this
is not yet fully the kind of repentance, which John proclaimed.

The repentance John preached is not a mid-course correction; it is more radical than that.
The repentance John preached is not repudiation of the past; it is more complex than that.
The repentance John preached calls for a revising of the past. It calls for us to look behind
before we dare to move ahead. It calls for us to encounter the past we have lived through but
have not fully experienced, the past we have inherited but not inhabited, before we enter a
future we do not yet comprehend.

John’s telling us that we are in a fix that requires radical measures.  God is willing to go to them, in
sending Christ, in order to save us.  The question is, are we also willing to go to them in order to
receive the gift God gives?  May God help us to squarely face that question and be with us as we
struggle with it.

With Advent Hope, Steve



Scriptures:  Isaiah 35:1-10; Luke 1:47-55
Sermon ~ The Desert Shall Bloom

       Sunday Morning Opportunities …
8:30 a.m.    Worship (Healing and Reconciliation)/ Special Music

 9:15 a.m.    Church School for Children and Adults

           10:30 a.m.    Worship/ Chancel Choir/ Children’s Sunday School

     11:30 a.m.    Social Hour Host:  7th and 8th Grades

  Adult Classes at 9:15 a.m.:     Lounge Class;   Bible Discoveries;    Seasons of the Spirit;   Seekers;   Senior High;
           (Please arrive on time)           Upper Room;    Perspective Class

“Give Yourself!”
Thanks to all who’ve shared in our joyous
Dedication Sunday opportunity to “Give
Yourself!”  We have received 210 pledge cards
totaling $292,794.60.  If you have not yet made an
Estimate of Giving you may still do so and return
your card to the office or put it in the offering plate
during worship.   In the coming weeks we can all
prayerfully support one another as we await those
remaining responses.  May God bless our shared
ministry as we respond to Christ’s call to “Give
Yourself!”

     Last Sunday we welcomed new members to the
fellowship of Bethany. Please extend a warm
Bethany welcome to our new members:
�ƒ Chuck and Susan Jones
�ƒ Donna Jones
�• Glenn Smith

Dec. 16    4:30 pm Christmas Party

Deadline for Feb. 1 st - 2nd Retreat  –  Dec. 23rd

��

   It may sound strange to be
requesting at Christmas, but what I’d
really like to ask for from the Bethany
family is at least two more volunteers
to help coordinate funeral dinners.
These meals are such an important
way for us to show love and care to our
Bethany family by enabling them to
have a comfortable time to share food
and fellowship as they remember a
departed loved one.  Coordinators (we
hope to have at least four) rotate taking
responsibility for the meals.  They each
have a team of people to call for help in
preparing, serving, and cleaning up.
If you’d like to know more about this
ministry it would really make my
Christmas to hear from a couple of you.
                                      Thanks, Pastor Steve



GOOD NEIGHBORS, INC.
1601 Munroe Falls Ave., Cuy. Falls

“Christianity in Action”
† Needed:  non-perishable foods, soap and
paper products, gifts (not wrapped) for all ages,
monetary donations to buy perishables, and your
help during the drive:
  Wed. Dec 12th

8:30 am to 2:30 pm ~ helping clients
  Thurs. Dec. 13th

8:30 am to 2:30 pm ~ helping Clients and clean up

Questions? Call 330-928-8057  ~  9a-2p

Bible Discoveries
Bible Discoveries will read pages
111-121 for Sunday, December 16th.

Our Giving Tree �H
The gifts on the red and yellow tags may be
dropped off after December 9 th  if you need
more time.  Thanks for supporting this
important Bethany Mission.

Christmas Concert
Invite your family, your friends,

your neighbors!
Everyone is invited to attend Bethany’s Annual
Christmas Concert Sunday, December 16th at 3:00
p.m.  Enjoy the Chancel Choir as they sing a number
of Christmas selections including “Glory to God” from
the Messiah. The Memory Bell Choir and 7th Day
will participate also. A reception will follow in the
social hall with refreshments provided by friends of
the choir.  It’s a time of beautiful music and
fellowship that will surely put you in the Chirstmas
spirit.

�� Christmas
        Poinsettias
Please help celebrate Christmas with a beautiful
poinsettia for the altar ~ $12.00 each.  The deadline is
December 16th.  The Ministry committee will deliver
the flowers to those on our Remembrance List
December 26th.  The poinsettias can only be delivered
to those on the list.  I would like to donate …

______  plant(s) for the sanctuary @ $12.00 each.

                     TOTAL $_________ Check enclosed

In Memory / Honor of: ____________________________

_______________________________________________

Donor(s) _______________________________________

Wednesday Morning Bible Study
No class on December 12th.  In its place we
will have Bible Study on Friday, December
17th at 9:30 a.m.  Following our study we will
have lunch and go to an art show.

Abitibi Update ~ Year-to-Date
Tons recycled    10.443
Money earned for Mission $ 52.22
Cubic yards of landfill space saved   70
KWH Energy saved    42,836

Men’s Volunteer Breakfast
It is a great time for men of the church to get together
to share faith, food, and fellowship together; as well as a
few chores with which the custodians could use some
help.  The men gather the 3rd Wednesday of the month
at 8:00 a.m. (Next breakfast December 20th.) You can
help make this time possible by providing breakfast for
8-10 men once during the year.  If you’d like to help in
this way call Nancy Read.



                   ALL CHURCH

Young and old, singers and non-singers –
Everyone is invited to join in one of the most
joyful nights of the year.  We will meet at the
church at 6:15 p.m. on Wednesday, December
19th and drive in groups to sing carols to
Bethany members who may not be able to get
out for Christmas festivities.  Afterward,
refreshments will be provided in the church
social hall.  Please come, one and all!

FYI ~ Plan Accordingly
The Bethany Letter will NOT  be mailed
December 25 th  and again on January 1,
2008 as the church office is closed.  If
you are planning an activity, meeting,
etc. in early January you must plan ahead
for a newsletter article and turn it in for
the December 18 th  newsletter.

MARKET PATH
The Market Path, a fair trade store, is now open
in Highland Square, Akron, selling Ten
Thousand Villages and SERRV products.  This
Christmas Season purchase gifts that give to both
the recipient and to the crafter.
www.themarketpath.com  The Market Path is a
ministry of First Grace, Akron.

Many Thanks
     We want to thank all who helped at the dinner held
in the social hall after my mother’s (Aldine Evans)
funeral last Friday.  We greatly appreciated all that
was done for our family.
                                    Arlene Thompson and Family

† Gifts of the Heart
Gifts of the Heart will benefit 10 different missions
supported by Bethany. The Mission Committee
selected eleven of the mission projects Bethany
supports. You can use this list (included in this
newsletter) to give a gift in someone’s name or as a
special Christmas donation you would like to make.
You may want to write a card and tell the person this
gift was given by you in their name.  Return your list
and check at the Mission table in the Social Hall, the
offering plate or the church office.

† Angel Pins / Fair Trade Coffee
Angel Pins and Fair Trade Coffee Bags will benefit
missions supported by Bethany. Angel pins make
great Christmas gifts.  Fair Trade Coffee bags are
great to give to your host when you arrive for a
holiday meal.  Look for these items at the Missions
table in the Social Hall each Sunday.  Coffee order
forms are available on our website.  Place your order
and pick up your gift-wrapped bag the next Sunday. If
you have any questions about any of these mission
projects, please stop by our Missions table in the
Social Hall or contact Carolyn B. Hofmann.

The seven members of the Bethany Environmental
Stewardship Team (BEST) came together to discuss
how God calls us to care for our environment.  They
approved the following two Mission Statements:

1. To respond to God’s call to be stewards of all
creation by helping Bethany Church conduct its
ministry and mission in the most environmentally
sustainable way possible.

2.  To nurture greater care for creation and responsible
stewardship of it among Bethany Church members.

If you would like to serve on BEST
please contact the church office and leave your name.

Next Meeting - January 23rd ~ 6:30 p.m. (Lounge)



Family Night
Friday, January 25, 2008

Food, Movie, Craft!
For ALL Ages

�‰�ˆ���‰�ˆ���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������‰�ˆ���‰�ˆ

Bethany member, Mary Hall
will be celebrating her birthday on December 19th.

  Happy Birthday Mary!

† Jack Ingram, Akron General Hospital
† Katherine McMillen, Akron City Hospital

In Sympathy…
        We express our Christian sympathy
and extend our prayers to Arlene
Thompson and her family on the death of
her mother, Aldine Evans, December 4th.

Prayer:
     O God of Isaiah and John the Baptist, through all
such faithful ones you proclaim the unfolding of
future joy and renewed life. Strengthen our hearts to
believe your advent promise that one day we will
walk in the holy way of Christ, where sorrow and
sighing will be no more and the journey of God's
people will be joy.Amen.

FYI
�z Please inform the church office of

any change in address or
telephone number so we can keep
our records up-to-date.

�z Please PICK UP YOUR
GIVING ENVELOPES
on the tables located in the hall
outside the Social Hall.  Please
help us in saving on postage.

�z Committee Chairs ~ Annual
Committee Reports are due NO
LATER than JANUARY 13th,
2008.

Sign Up for 2008
The Flower Chart Book ~ located in the gathering area
~ includes the 2008 sign up sheet.  When you sign up
for a Sunday please 1) fill in the date you want on the
chart; 2) fill out a pink sheet with all the information
requested; 3) PLEASE put the pink sheet in the mail
box next to the office door.

How We’re Doing…
Income Expenses +  or  -

November     34,131      21,999    12,132
Y-T-D 301,012 295,882 5,129

Window Fund
 Income Debt Remaining

     19,890 32,000 12,110



Calendar for additions to ~ or ~ changes to the
2007 monthly calendar mailed to you.

December 12th   to   December 23rd

12/12 6:30p Just Peace Planning Mtg. (BUCC)
7:30p Consistory

12/13 7:30p   Choir Practice

12/14 9:30a Bible Study (CE), lunch/ art show

12/15    9:00a   Pageant DRESS Rehearsal EVERYONE
   Snack/Lunch Provided  - 12:30p

            11:30a Bethany Kitchen

Sunday ~ December 16, 2007
† Nursery Available   ~   9:15 – 11:30 a.m.
† 3rd Sunday of Advent

   8:30a   Worship (Healing & Reconciliation)

   9:15a   Church School for Children and Adults

10:30a   Worship/ Children’s Sunday School

  11:30a   Social Hour
  11:45a  7th Day Rehearsal

   3:00p   Christmas Concert/ Reception
       …  YF Christmas Party to follow reception

12/17 9:00a   Quilters
           10:00a   Newsletter Deadline

12/18 8:15a   Staff Meeting (Lounge)

12/19 8:00a Men’s Breakfast (Lounge)

           6:00p Christmas Caroling   �‰�‰
12/20 7:30p Chancel Choir
12/21
12/22 9:00a Pageant FINAL DRESS Rehearsal.

   Snack/lunch   -12:30p

Sunday, December 23, 2007
† Nursery Available   ~   9:15 – 11:30 a.m.
† 4th Sunday of Advent
† IHN Guest Week

   8:30a   Worship (Story & Song)

   9:15a   Children’s Christmas Program (S. Hall)
        (Combined Church School Classes)

10:30a   Worship/ Children’s Sunday School

    6:00p   IHN Meal (S. Hall)

�< Names of Sunday Volunteers are
published AHEAD of the scheduled
Sunday as a kindly reminder & an early
thank you!

Volunteers for December 16th

Advent Candle Lighters:  Dorn Family/ A.&M. Malorni
Esperanza Cup Washing:  Emma Jensen
Greeters:  W.&D. Anderson, E. Fisher, J. Fisher
Lay Reader:  L. Read
Music:  Special Music/ Chancel Choir
Nursery:  P. Cochran, B. Read, C. Pletzer, Dillon Shroyer
Social Hour:  7th and 8th Grade Class
Ushers:  C. Hofmann, H. Walker, J. Williams, L. Short,
              A. McVan, M. Spring
Van Driver:  L. Goodwin
Visitor Outlook:  K. Wurgler

�< If you are unable to volunteer the day you are
scheduled, please remember to:

�¾ find someone to take your place
          … and then
�¾ call the church office so we may make

necessary changes on our schedules

Volunteers for December 23rd

Advent Candle Lighters:  M.&R. Bowmaster
  Whitehouse Family

Esperanza Cup Washing:  E. Jensen
Greeters:  S. Mancinelli, H. Alberson/ B. Briggs
Lay Reader:  J. Seymour
Music:  Special Music/ Chancel Choir, Memory Bells
Nursery:  T. Jensen, E.&N. Zeller, E. Spencer
Ushers:  R.&S. Holle, M. Jensen. S. Truby, S. Ward,

B.& C. Pletzer, M. Millsaps,
Van Driver:  B. Read
Visitor Outlook:  J. Charton



Bethany will offer many opportunities to prepare our hearts for God’s great gift
of the Christ child, to celebrate that gift at Christmas and to proclaim that

through God’s gift light has come into the world on Epiphany.
 The following is a schedule of these opportunities.

December 16 Christmas Concert 3:00 p.m.

December 19 All Church Christmas Caroling6:15 p.m.

December 23 Sunday School Christmas Program 9:30 a.m.

December 24
Monday Evening

Christmas Eve Family Service and Pageant
(Child care available)

†
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service

7:30 p.m.

11:00 p.m.

December 30 1st Sunday in Christmastide Carol Sing8:30 & 10:30 a.m.

  January  6 Epiphany Sunday Communion 8:30 & 10:30 a.m.

You got Mail!    Please check the mail table in the social hall!

Remember to bring in your ACME receipts!
Receipts with date

Ending ~ February 16, 2008
Acme Fresh Market will issue a rebate check equal to 5% of the Cash Back amount printed at the bottom
of the receipt.  The Cash Back amount includes all Acme brand merchandise purchases. Ask your
families, friends, co-workers and neighbors to save them too!   (R.S.V.P. stores not included in the
program.)  The YF is collecting ACME receipts.  We truly appreciate your support as the proceeds help
fund the youth mission trip.

SAVE

Grocery Bags Please!
There is no need to throw away your grocery bags and fill up our shrinking landfills.  Both the Akron-
Canton Regional Foodbank and the Williard UCC Food Pantry can put those bags to good use!  When
these agencies spend money to purchase bags it decreases the amount they have available to spend on food
and supplies for those in need.  So by bringing in used grocery bags (large brown paper ones for the
Foodbank, either paper or plastic for Williard) you can help to feed more people.  It's a simple way to do a
lot of good.  Just leave your bags full of bags, separated into paper or plastic, in the Seekers classroom by
the copier - in the same box where Styrofoam peanuts and packing materials are collected.  Thank You!


