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PUNCTURED
As we enter Advent, I’d like to share these thoughts by theologian and author, James Alison.

  One of the things I love about the liturgical life of the church is the way that the Holy Spirit, quietly and gently, works on us.
  Through the texts and prayers the Spirit draws us ever more fully into the Presence.  If we read them in a literalistic manner,
  it can sound as though week by week it is God who is undergoing change toward us.  In fact, however, in the liturgy of the
  Presence it is we who are worked on through the scriptures and the prayers, we who get to be reconfigured and brought into
  the life of the changeless One.

  At Advent, it begins: the cycle by which God breaks through the clutter of our lives to announce that the Presence is very
  near, erupting into our midst, hauling us out of our myths, our half-truths and the ways we have settled for what is religious
  rather than what is holy, alive and real.  Lest we be tempted to think that Advent is merely a religious warm-up for Christmas,
  let’s see if we can allow ourselves to be brought near the cold-water spigot whose splashes can chasten us into reality.

  Someone wants to speak to us—Someone who’s not on the same level as us.  Can that One get through?  Will we be able to
  hear that One?  How trained are our ears?

   The assumption every Advent is that this is going to be difficult—that we are half asleep, our ears dulled, and the voice of One
  who loves us is too radiantly bright to be picked up on our defensive antennae.  Hence St. Paul’s call for awakening, the
  great theme of Advent.  A call for us to be straightened into hearing One who is not part of the world, so that we who are
  inclined to settle for less can be summoned into the joy of more by One who loves us.

   Isaiah speaks of a mountain that is being lifted up. The mountain is Zion, where Jerusalem is built. Out of this place there
   is to emerge a teaching and an instruction which will also be a judgment, a criterion for all peoples.  And this judge, sitting
  with authority, will be heeded by all nations, who will then enter into the ways of peace.

   How wonderful it would be to have a religion in which something as obvious as a great mountain lifted itself up—a mountain
   associated with the things of God, a new Sinai from which a lawgiver and a judge would hand out decrees whose wisdom
   everybody would recognize and to which they would submit meekly.  Or would it be so wonderful?  Maybe as long as we
   fantasize like this, we will never be able to learn the things that make for peace.  For in the reality constructed by human I
  imagination, the reality of a thousand national identities, foundational myths, bogus perceptions of “our” innocence and
 “their” wickedness, who could ever be a judge whose impartiality would be recognized and whose arbitration would be
  accepted?

  So what is the sense of the prophecy?  We are used to two possibilities:  on the one hand, prophecy being punctured by reality,
  and our settling for far less than our imaginations were excited into expecting; or on the other hand, prophecies being
  fulfilled, and a boost being given to our expectations and our sense of who we are and what we deserve.

  Advent gives us neither of these.  Or perhaps it would be better to say that we are given both.  What we are going to get used
  to hearing is the still small voice of punctured fulfillment; that is to say, we will receive far more than we imagined we might
  get from the prophecy, but we will get it through the loss of fantasy.  This is what our Lord warns his disciples about:  the
  coming is not going to happen according to our measure, nor is it likely to be picked up by us.

  Jesus points it out clearly: there is no human criterion capable of knowing how the Creator’s design to fulfill creation is going
  to look.  Majority expectations are not safe.

  Yet, as our imagination of the One who is coming undergoes its inevitable puncturing so we can be awakened to One whose
  criteria are not our criteria, the promise will be fulfilled.  The One whose coming will not preside over us but will teach us to
  want peace and to learn the habits that make it possible. Thus we may be saved from remaining wedded to self-destruction.

With Hope for Advent,



Sunday - December 9, 2007
Scriptures: Isaiah 11:1-10; Matthew 3:1-12

Sermon ~ An Advent Word Study

       Sunday Morning Opportunities …
8:30 a.m.    Worship (Fellowship)/ 7th Day

 9:15 a.m.    Church School for Children and Adults

           10:30 a.m.    Worship/ Chancel Choir…Congregational Meeting immediately follows

     11:30 a.m.    Social Hour Host:  Property Committee

  Adult Classes at 9:15 a.m.:     Lounge Class;   Bible Discoveries;    Seasons of the Spirit;   Seekers;   Senior High;
           (Please arrive on time)           Upper Room;    Perspective Class

“Give Yourself!”
Thanks to all who’ve shared in our joyous Dedication
Sunday opportunity to “Give Yourself!”  We have
received 193 pledge cards totaling $279,636.60.  If
you have not yet made an Estimate of Giving you may
still do so and return your card to the office or put it in
the offering plate during worship.   In the coming
weeks we can all prayerfully support one another as
we await those remaining responses.  May God bless
our shared ministry as we respond to Christ’s call to
“Give Yourself!”

Confirmation Schedule
Dec. 6   6:15 pm Meal, Music, Class
Dec. 9 11:30 am Mentor meal

GOOD NEIGHBORS, INC.
1601 Munroe Falls Ave., Cuy. Falls

“Christianity in Action”
† Needed:  non-perishable foods, soap and
paper products, gifts (not wrapped) for all ages,
monetary donations to buy perishables, your help
during the drive.  Items will be collected at the
above address any Tuesday or Thursday between
9:00 am and 2:00 pm.  Also on Friday, December
7th 8:15a and 12:00p.

† Good Neighbors will stop accepting donations
of clothing (only) on November 30th until
January 3rd.  Please keep these donations at home
until the 3rd so our boxes do not overflow.

Bethany Buckeyes
For our December 7th meeting, those attending
are asked to bring a small covered dish to share.
The main entree will be furnished. This year there
will be no gift exchange. Games of chance
and/or skill will follow the meal.

Youth Fellowship Schedule
Dec.   9  11:45 am Lunch/ Good Neighbors
Dec. 16    4:30 pm Christmas Party

Deadline for Feb. 1st & 2nd  Retreat  –  Dec. 23rd

Bible Discoveries
Please start Chapter 3 and read pages 105-
111 for Sunday, December 9th.

Congregational Meeting
There will be a brief congregational meeting on
December 9th, in the sanctuary, immediately following
the 10:30 worship service.  The purpose of the meeting
will be to receive the slate of candidates, recommended
by Spiritual Council and affirmed by Consistory, to
serve on Consistory with terms beginning in 2008.



Our Giving Tree
gifts are due this Sunday, December 9 th .
The gift tags that were green stars are the
gifts for the families at HM Life
Opportunities. These gifts will be taken
to their center next week so we are
requesting all of these gifts be brought to
the coffee table in the social hall this
Sunday.  The gifts on the red and yellow
tags can be dropped off after this date if
you need more time.  Thanks for
supporting this important Bethany
Mission.

The Chancel Choir will be selling the books
through next Sunday, December 9th, as sales need to
be wrapped up for the year.  Thank you very much
for supporting our fundraiser.  Any questions,
please call Martha Peyak or the church office.

Christmas Concert
Invite your family, your friends,

your neighbors!
Everyone is invited to attend Bethany’s Annual
Christmas Concert Sunday, December 16th at 3:00
p.m.  Enjoy the Chancel Choir as they sing a number
of Christmas selections including “Glory to God” from
the Messiah. The Memory Bell Choir and 7th Day
will participate also. A reception will follow in the
social hall with refreshments provided by friends of
the choir.  It’s a time of beautiful music and
fellowship that will surely put you in the Chirstmas
spirit.

�� Christmas
        Poinsettias
Please help celebrate Christmas with a beautiful
poinsettia for the altar ~ $12.00 each.  The deadline is
December 16th.  The Ministry committee will deliver
the flowers to those on our Remembrance List
December 26th.  The poinsettias can only be delivered
to those on the list.  I would like to donate …

______  plant(s) for the sanctuary @ $12.00 each.

                     TOTAL $_________ Check enclosed

In Memory / Honor of: ____________________________

_______________________________________________

Donor(s) _______________________________________

Men’s Volunteer Breakfast
It is a great time for men of the church to get together
to share faith, food, and fellowship together; as well as a
few chores with which the custodians could use some
help.  The men gather the 3rd Wednesday of the month
at 8:00 a.m. (Next breakfast December 20th.) You can
help make this time possible by providing breakfast for
8-10 men once during the year.  If you’d like to help in
this way call Nancy Read.

Young and old, singers and non-singers –
Everyone is invited to join in one of the most
joyful nights of the year.  We will meet at the
church at 6:15 p.m. on Wednesday, December
19th and drive in groups to sing carols to
Bethany members who may not be able to get
out for Christmas festivities.  Afterward,
refreshments will be provided in the church
social hall.  Please come, one and all!
                                          The Music Committee



FYI ~ Plan Accordingly
The Bethany Letter will NOT be mailed
December 25 th  and again on January 1,
2008 as the church office is closed.  If
you are planning an activity, meeting,
etc. in early January you must plan ahead
for a newsletter article and turn it in for
the December 18 th  newsletter.

Many Thanks
Thanks to the Christian Education Committee for

planning and organizing a terrific Advent Celebration.
Thanks also to all who worked with them in helping to lead
worship, serve the meal, or lead the crafts.  Worship was a
wonderful way to begin our preparation for the coming of
Christ at Christmas.  The meal was a great time of good
food and fellowship.  The variety of six soups warmed our
spirits  and  the crafts were a joy to those who shared in
them.  You’ve given a wonderful gift to the Bethany family
and we are grateful.

     Multitudinous, heart-felt thanks, round of applause,
encore, bravo to the fantastic crew of people who
helped beautify the Sanctuary!  An efficient, hard-
working crew of 30! Made short order of this large
project and the results are terrific!  Thanks so much
for giving of your time and talent:
Bob Charton, Jan Charton, Debbie Fratz, Grace Fratz,
Greg Fratz, Kevin Fratz, Karen Fratz, Ann George,
Jacob Giffen, Taylor Giffen, Ariel Jensen, Max
Jensen, Tammy Jensen, John Mancinelli, Barb
McCrady, Kirk McDevitt, Ariel Myers, Gina Myers,
Scott Myers, Denise O’Malley, Shawn O’Malley,
Martha Peyak Danielle Radloff, Ron Radloff, Carolyn
Shroyer, Alex Wachovec, Carol Wood, Kim Wurgler
and Anna Zeller!

     Thank you to the Prayer Shawl Ministry.  Recently
I gave a prayer shawl, knit by Sharon Holle, to a very
dear friend of mine who had just been diagnosed with
breast cancer.  She appreciated it so much.  Your
ministry gives so much comfort to those who really
need it.  Thank you!      Love, Heather Bedillion

     The nursery has received a large donation of
wonderful toys from Mark and Tammy Jensen, which
the children are already enjoying tremendously.
Thanks so much!

     We just wanted to say “Thank you” for removing
the leaves and yard waste!  Have a wonderful holiday
season!         The Bebber Family

† Gifts of the Heart
Gifts of the Heart will benefit 10 different missions
supported by Bethany. The Mission Committee
selected eleven of the mission projects Bethany
supports. You can use this list (included in this
newsletter) to give a gift in someone’s name or as a
special Christmas donation you would like to make.
You may want to write a card and tell the person this
gift was given by you in their name.  Return your list
and check at the Mission table in the Social Hall, the
offering plate or the church office.

† Angel Pins / Fair Trade Coffee
Angel Pins and Fair Trade Coffee Bags will benefit
missions supported by Bethany. Angel pins make
great Christmas gifts.  Fair Trade Coffee bags are
great to give to your host when you arrive for a
holiday meal.  Look for these items at the Missions
table in the Social Hall each Sunday.  Coffee order
forms are available on our website.  Place your order
and pick up your gift-wrapped bag the next Sunday. If
you have any questions about any of these mission
projects, please stop by our Missions table in the
Social Hall or contact Carolyn B. Hofmann.
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Bethany member, Glenn Leiter,
will be celebrating his birthday on December 15th.

  Happy Birthday Glenn!

† Doris Brubaker, Manor Care
† Rev. Mark Steiner, Home

†       I pray that the Lords’ spirit of peace; love
and sacrifice will inspire us to do good.  If our
hearts are freed of prejudice and selfishness,
we can become more charitable toward others.
All of God’s creatures are blessed and we must
continue to spread His message of hope and
salvation.  In the words of our Lord:
“Whatsoever you do to the least of my people,
that you do unto me.”  -Matthew 25:40



Calendar for additions to ~ or ~ changes to the
2007 monthly calendar mailed to you.

December 5th   to   December 16th

12/05    9:30a   Bible Study (CE)

12/06   6:15p   Confirmation Class  CANCELED
7:30p   Choir Practice

12/07 6:00p   Buckeyes (Social Hall)

12/08 9:00a   Pageant Rehearsal – Everyone   11:30a

Sunday, December 9, 2007
† Nursery Available  ~  9:15 – 11:30 a.m.
† 2nd Sunday of Advent

   8:30a   Worship (Fellowship)

   9:15a   Church School for Children and Adults

 10:30a   Worship/ … Congregational Meeting

11:30a   Social Hour
  11:30a   Confirmand/Mentor Meal (Library)
  11:45a   YF Lunch,  on to Good Neighbors

12/10 9:00a   Quilters
           10:00a   Newsletter Deadline

7:30p   Kerygma

12/11 8:15a   Staff Meeting (Lounge)
           10:00a   Sponsors’ Meeting

7:15p   Finance Committee

12/12 9:30a   Bible Study (CE)
7:30p Consistory

12/13 7:30   Choir Practice
12/14
12/15    9:00a   Pageant DRESS Rehearsal EVERYONE

   Snack/Lunch Provided  - 12:30p
            11:30a Bethany Kitchen

Sunday ~ December 16, 2007
† Nursery Available  ~  9:15 – 11:30 a.m.
† 3rd Sunday of Advent

   8:30a   Worship (Healing & Reconciliation)

   9:15a   Church School for Children and Adults

10:30a   Worship/ Children’s Sunday School

  11:30a   Social Hour
  11:45a  7th Day Rehearsal

   3:00p   Christmas Concert and Reception
   …  YF Christmas Party to follow reception

�< Names of Sunday Volunteers are
published AHEAD of the scheduled
Sunday as a kindly reminder & an early
thank you!

Volunteers for December 9th   
Advent Candle Lighters:  A. Myers, R. Distel/ B. Read Family
Esperanza Cup Washing:  E. Jensen
Greeters:  D. Gehlert, R. Schrieber/ M. Deacon, M. Millsaps
Lay Reader:  G. Smith
Music:  7th Day/ Chancel Choir
Nursery:  T. Jensen, A. McVan, V. McVan, R. Read
Social Hour:  Property Committee
Ushers:  T. Hermann, F. Read, R./M. Bowmaster, K. Mellott,
              S. Mellott, E. Frederick, H. Nagel
Van Driver:  E. Frederick
Visitor Outlook:  S. Ward

�< If you are unable to volunteer the day you are
scheduled, please remember to:

�¾ find someone to take your place
          … and then
�¾ call the church office so we may make

necessary changes on our schedules

Volunteers for December 16th

Advent Candle Lighters:  Dorn Family/ A.&M. Malorni
Esperanza Cup Washing:  Emma Jensen
Greeters:  W./D. Anderson, E. Fisher, J. Fisher
Lay Reader:  L. Read
Music:  Special Music/ Chancel Choir
Nursery:  P. Cochran, B. Read, C. Pletzer, Dillon Shroyer
Social Hour:  7th and 8th Grade Class
Ushers:  C. Hofmann, H. Walker, J. Williams, L. Short,
              A. McVan, M. Spring
Van Driver:  L. Goodwin
Visitor Outlook:  K. Wurgler



Christmas
Bethany will offer many opportunities to prepare our hearts for God’s great gift of

the Christ child, to celebrate that gift at Christmas and to proclaim that
through God’s gift light has come into the world on Epiphany.

 The following is a schedule of these opportunities.

December 16 Christmas Concert 3:00 p.m.

December 19 All Church Christmas Caroling 6:15 p.m.

December 23 Sunday School Christmas Program 9:30 a.m.

December 24 Christmas Eve Family Service and Pageant
(Child care available)

†
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service

7:30 p.m.

11:00 p.m.

December 30 1st Sunday in Christmastide Carol Sing8:30 & 10:30 a.m.

  January  6 Epiphany Sunday Communion 8:30 & 10:30 a.m.

Building Improvement Possibilities
The new windows installed last year are helping save considerable energy, which in turn reduces the pollution we
create and the funds we have to spend on things other than ministry and mission.  This means gifts to the window
fund create multiple benefits: warmth for us, care for God’s world, savings for our work in God’s world.  If you’d
like to help spread these multiple benefits, just make a donation to the Window Fund.

Remember to bring in your ACME receipts!
Receipts must be dated

 Beginning:    September 29, 2007
Ending:          February 16, 2008

Acme Fresh Market will issue a rebate check equal to 5% of the Cash Back amount printed at the bottom
of the receipt.  The Cash Back amount includes all Acme brand merchandise purchases. Ask your
families, friends, co-workers and neighbors to save them too!   (R.S.V.P. stores not included in the
program.)  The YF is collecting ACME receipts.  We truly appreciate your support as the proceeds help
fund the youth mission trip.

]



Altar Flowers  ~  Sign Up for 2008
The Flower Chart Book ~ located in the gathering area ~ includes the 2008 sign up sheet.  When you sign
up for a Sunday please 1) fill in the date you want on the chart; 2) fill out a pink sheet with all the
information requested; 3) PLEASE put the pink sheet in the mail box next to the office door.

FYI
�z Please inform the church office of any change in address or telephone number so we can

keep our records up-to-date.

�z Please PICK UP YOUR GIVING ENVELOPES  on the tables located in the hall
outside the Social Hall.  Please help us in saving on postage.

�z Committee Chairs ~ Annual Committee Reports are due NO LATER than JANUARY 13th,
2008.


