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Giving Ourselves

It could be said that the words of the opening hymn summed up the mood of the day –
“There’s a Sweet, Sweet Spirit in this Place”.  The Spirit was indeed moving in our
midst on Sunday.  As the congregation gathered to worship, you could feel the joy and
gratitude of our family of faith.

We began by honoring Rev. Mark Steiner on his 45th anniversary of his ordination.
Later in the service, he inspired us with words that both encouraged and challenged us
on how we tend to the treasures that have been entrusted to us.  Witnessing Steward
Scott Myers shared heartfelt words of what Bethany Church has meant to him and the
choir provided a beautiful anthem.  All these prepared us for the time of Dedication
for our Estimates of Giving for 2008, and as a family of faith, we responded with
generosity.

And then we joyfully broke bread together!  A wonderful meal and time of fellowship,
which many willing hands helped make possible.  We definitely are a congregation
that enjoys coming together around the table to share a meal and conversation!

When the cards were tallied, the 124 pledges received on Sunday totaled $234,900.
These results are very encouraging!  A mailing of cards to those unable to be with us
on Sunday has already been completed, so we are awaiting many additional Estimate
of Giving Cards before the Finance Committee begins to shape the 2008 Annual
Budget.

As we reflect on this wonderful day, let us remember, “God richly provides us with
everything for our enjoyment…Be rich in good works, generous, and ready to share,
thus storing up the treasure of a good foundation for the future…take hold of the life
that really is life.” (I Timothy 6:17b-19)

Thanking you abundantly!

Mary Seymour
Stewardship Task Force



Sunday  -  November 18, 2007
Scriptures:  Isaiah 65:17-25  and  Luke 25:5-19

Sermon ~ The Hope and Cost of Newness

       Sunday Morning Opportunities …
       

 8:30 a.m.     Worship (Healing and Reconciliation)/ Special Music

 9:15 a.m.    Church School for Children and Adults

           10:30 a.m.     Worship/ Chancel Choir/ Children’s Sunday School
     11:30 a.m.      Social Hour Host: Bible Discoveries Class

 Adult Classes at 9:15a.m:     Lounge Class;   Bible Discoveries;    Seasons of the Spirit;   Seekers;   Senior High;
         (Please arrive on time)           Upper Room;    Perspective Class

Confirmation Schedule
Nov. 15   6:15 pm Meal, Music, Class
Nov. 18 11:30 am Rake & Run lunch
Nov. 18 12:30 pm Rake & Run service option

Youth Fellowship Schedule
Nov. 18  11:30 am Rake & Run lunch & work
Dec.   2    6:30 pm Movie Night
Dec.   9  11:45 am Lunch/ Good Neighbors

Note: Youth Committee will meet Nov. 11th at Rake & Run supper.

Falls Cancer Club
Annual Holiday Bazaar

November 17th     10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
First Christian Church (Stow and 3rd St.)

Free Parking & Admission
Help Us Help Others!

Rake &  Run  –  We’ll Get It Done!
Lack of leaves being down caused the cancellation of our first Rake & Run last Sunday.  But we’ve made a plan to
get it all done this Sunday, November 18th.  We’ll need every YF’er and lots of other volunteers, from Youth
Committee, Confirmands and mentors, other adults and kids.  We’ll have a meal available for everyone right after
worship and then we’ll break up into groups and get instructions for the day.  We’re going to skip raking the church
(Esperanza Volunteers will do that another day) so we can be on our way, right away, to get everyone’s yard raked.
We’ll end the day with dinner at the Keenans’.  Come and help if you can!  It’s a great time!

Monday, November 19th      7:00 p.m.
Program by Jan Charton



“Fun – Faith and Fellowship
Smile God Loves You!”

We have great desserts and refreshments.

Men’s Volunteer Breakfast
It is a great time for men of the church to get together to share faith, food, and fellowship together; as well as a
few chores with which the custodians could use some help.  The men gather the 3rd Wednesday of the month at
8:00 a.m. (Next breakfast November 21st.) You can help make this time possible by providing breakfast for 8-10
men once during the year.  If you’d like to help in this way call Nancy Read.

We will have several special ways to reflect and give thanks for God’s blessings as we prepare for the Thanksgiving holiday, one
to do as a faith family, the other in a more individual way.  Once again this year there will be a Thanksgiving Eve Communion
service on Wednesday, November 21st at 7:30 p.m., childcare provided.  New this year will be a chance to walk the Labyrinth,
which will be set up in the social hall before and after the service, from 6:00 to 9:00.  The prayerful silence of the labyrinth was a
powerful experience for those who did it on the Fall Retreat.  We are happy to offer this opportunity to others to share in this
blessing.

Wanted - Chili or Soup for 15
The planning committee for the Eastern Ohio Association Spring Meeting will be gathering for a lunch meeting at the EOA
office on November 27th.  If you’d be willing to provide a crock-pot or electric roaster of chili or soup for the group, the
planners would be very grateful.  Contact Steve or the office at 330-923-5277 or e-mail pastor@bethany.ald.net.  Thanks, Steve

Help Kim Fratz!
Kim is asking for help in the decorating of Bethanys Sanctuary for the
Christmas season.  HELP will be needed on Saturday, December 1 st  at 11:00 a.m.
Now, Kim wants to feed the volunteers something for their time and talent but,
as of this writing ... she has no idea what!  So, you will have to take your
chances on the food part.  She does know she needs YOU!  Please call her to
let her know you will join her…(before she calls you!)

The word Advent  means "coming" or "arrival." The focus of the entire season is the celebration of the birth of

Jesus the Christ in his First Advent, and the anticipation of the return of Christ the King in his Second

Advent.  Bethany’s Advent Celebration will begin December 2nd during the 10:30 a.m. worship service and will

continue after the service during social hour with a light lunch and a craft for all ages.  Each Sunday of Advent a

family from Bethany will light the Advent Candle during both the 8:30 and 10:30 services.

                 We hope you will celebrate with us.



If you enjoy singing Christmas music and want an opportunity to try out the Chancel Choir this
invitation is just what you’ve been waiting for.  The first hour of choir rehearsal is spent rehearsing for
the Christmas Concert, which is December 16th.  Rehearsals are on Thursday evenings from 7:30 – 8:30
p.m.  Anyone who loves to sing is welcome.   Falalalala La La LaLa!

Homerun for the Homeless
or a number of years my son, Nathan, and I have enjoyed running a four-mile race on Thanksgiving morning.
Neither of us does it to compete; the winner always crosses the finish line when we’re about half way.   We do it
because of the kind of run it is – a to help those without housing in our community.  We’d love to have others join
us.  The race starts at 9:00 a.m. covers a lovely (but hilly) course.  Registration is $9 for one person, or $14 for two

people, $20 for three people, and $25 for four people (from one family) if postmarked by November 15th; after that it’s
$15 per person.  If you register early you get a free pair of socks.  I got some last year; they were cool – brown with orange
turkeys.  If you’d like to join us, you can pick up registration forms in the workroom next to the office.  We’d be glad to
give you a ride, too.  Also, as an incentive to Confirmands and youth, I’ll pay the registration, if received by November
14th, if you’ll do the running. Hope to have some of you join us.      Thanks, Steve

How We’re Doing
  Income Expenses  +   or  -

October    22,880    25,173   - 2,293
Y-T-D  266,881  273,883   - 7,002

GOOD NEIGHBORS, INC.
1601 Munroe Falls Ave., Cuy. Falls

“Christianity in Action”
Good Neighbors will help 700 families this season. We provide food and gifts for those who mostly live
in the Cuyahoga Falls/Stow area.  Needed:  non-perishable foods, soap and paper products, gifts (not
wrapped) for all ages, monetary donations to buy perishables, your help during the drive.  Items will
be collected at the above address any Tuesday or Thursday between 9:00 am and 2:00 pm.  Also on
Friday, December 7 th 8:15 am and 12:00 pm.
Come and HELP~ we need YOU!

MITTEN  MADNESS
FOR MILLER AVE. PROJECT

The children and youth of the Akron Miller Ave. UCC Mission Church neighborhood need new sets of mittens and
hats to keep them toasty and warm as they brave the cold winter elements. The Knitwits of Trinity UCC, Wadsworth
are knitting up a storm!

Won’t you please help keep the
Knitwits knitting

F



by donating to the Mitten Madness
for Miller Ave. Project today?

Be a Snowflake donor: $1-$9 / Snowball donor: $10-$19 / Blizzard donor: $20 and up.  Any and all gifts are
encouraged, welcomed and needed.  Your gifts will be acknowledged by adding a snowflake with your name to the
Mitten Madness for Miller Ave. Mission Tree at Trinity UCC, Wadsworth.  Let it snow, let it snow, let it snow!  The
Knitwits have accepted the Mitten Madness for Miller Ave. challenge.  Are you and your congregation members up
for the challenge? All money donated will be used to purchase yarn and supplies for the Mitten Madness for Miller
Ave. Project and anything above and beyond will support the Lunch on Us program at Miller Ave.  Please help get
this snowball rolling!  Please forward your donation to the Trinity UCC, Wadsworth, 215 High St., Wadsworth, OH
44281 today (please note “Mitten Madness for Miller Ave.” in the memo field on your check).

With Gratitude and Thanks
As the planning progressed for Dedication Sunday, we looked at the price of catering the meal, and considered the
substantial savings available of “doing it ourselves.”  As we boldly moved ahead with this idea, many willing hands
stepped forward to help: Lou Atleson, Freda Dickenson, Maurine Renner and John Seymour helped with preparations
on Saturday morning while Martha Peyak decorated the tables.  On Sunday morning, Pat Cochran picked up the
chicken; the Boling/Giffen Family, Marilyn Seguin and other members of the Upper Room Class joined with the
Saturday morning helpers to complete preparation, set-up and serving of the meal.  When clean-up time arrived, many
hands pitched in, including Bob Read, Carole & Bob Pletzer, Pat & John Mansfield, Emma Jensen, Ariel Myers, Alex
Wachovec, Anna Zeller, Keith McDevitt, Adam Ocepek and Tracy Ocepek, to put the kitchen back into good order.
Sue Jensen put in extra efforts that day as well.  We want to thank you all for your joyful spirit of teamwork and
helping us be good stewards of Bethany’s resources!
                                   Deb Ocepek and Mary Seymour

     Many thanks also go to our efficient Dedication Sunday mailing crew – thanks to Lou Atleson, Olive Devine and
John Seymour, I was able to have everything at the post office in record time!
                               Mary Seymour

�= WE NEED YOUR HELP!
The EOA office is looking for volunteers to help send out the Synergy newsletter and possibly other occasional bulk
mailings.  We need people who can fold, stuff, and label at a consistent pace and with accuracy.  Our current need is
only for a few hours once a month.  Call or email James at the EOA office  (330) 453-8178 / JamesF@eoaucc.org.

† Doris Brubaker, Cleveland Clinic

† Father, We pray for You to comfort and give peace to our Veterans who have sacrificed so much to safeguard us
from danger and evil. Renew in all of our hearts the power of your love, so that neither death nor life may separate us
from you. Grant this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you, one God, for ever and
ever. Amen.

Calendar for additions to ~ or ~ changes to the 2007 monthly calendar mailed to you.
November 14th   to   November 25th

11/14 9:30a Bible Study (CE)
7:30p Consistory

11/15 6:15p Confirmation Meal, Music, Class



7:30p Chancel Choir
11/16
11/17  11:30a  Bethany Kitchen

Sunday ~ November 18, 2007
† Nursery Available  ~  9:15 – 11:30 a.m.

   8:30a   Worship (Healing & Reconciliation)

   9:15a   Church School for Children and Adults

 10:30a   Worship/ Children’s Sunday School

 11:30a   Social Hour
  11:30a   YF Lunch/ Rake’n Run/

Youth Committee Meeting/ Dinner
  11:45a   7th Day Rehearsal

11/19 9:00a Quilters
9:30a Shawl Ministry (Lounge)

           10:00a Newsletter Deadline
7:00p Women’s Fellowship (Lounge)
7:30p Kerygma (Adult Libr.)

11/20 8:15a Staff Meeting (Lounge)

11/21 8:00a Men’s Breakfast
9:30a Bible Study
7:30a Communion Service

   Chancel Choir/ Childcare available

11/22          Happy Thanksgiving Day  – Office Closed
11/23 Office Closed
11/24

Family Sunday, November 25, 2007
† Nursery Available  ~  9:15 – 11:30 a.m.
† Children remain in worship

   8:30a   Worship (Story and Song)

   9:15a   Church School for Children and Adults

 10:30a   Worship/ / Baptisms

11:30a   Social Hour

 11:45a   7th Day Rehearsal

�< Names of Sunday Volunteers are published AHEAD of the scheduled Sunday as a kindly
reminder & an early thank you!

Volunteers for November 18th



Esperanza Cup Washing:  E. Jensen, K. McDevitt
Greeters:  D. and B. Pickard/ L. Atleson and F. Eckenrode
Lay Reader:  B. McDevitt
Music:  Special Music/ Chancel Choir
Nursery:  T. Jensen, M. and S. Ferda, B. Boling
Social Hour Host: Bible Discoveries
Ushers:  L. Luginbill, B. Charton, M. & R. Bowmaster,  J. & J. Ingram, A. Renner, R. Berie
Van Driver: F. Read
Visitor Outlook:  C. Pletzer

�< If you are unable to volunteer the day you are scheduled, please remember to:
�¾ find someone to take your place
          … and then
�¾ call the church office so we may make

necessary changes on our schedules

Volunteers for November 25th   
Esperanza Cup Washing:  A. Myers, A. Wachovec
Greeters:  P. Peyak, M. Mueller, S. Ende-Saxe
Music:  Special Music    /  Son Singers, Young Shepherds
Nursery: M. Peyak, J. France, B. Lees, M. Millsaps
Social Hour:  Sr. Hi Class
Ushers:  J. & S. Mancinelli, H. Walker, S. Truby, S. Ward, M. Jensen, H.  Bowman, C. Eberhardt,
Van Driver:  J. France
Visitor Outlook:  N. Read

Bake Sale a Success!
Thanks to all of our Bethany Bakers!  We raised $367 for the many mission projects Bethany
supports.  Thanks to Linda, Zach and Bobby Read and Mary Seymour for pricing all of our
goods.  Thanks to Sharon Alberson, Pat Cochran, Olive Devine, Oz Hibbard, Judy Ingram,
Amanda Lorentz, Carole & Bob Pletzer, Frank Read, Maurine & Dale Renner, and Becky
Wachovec for selling all the goodies on Election Day.  Thanks to Sue Jensen for helping with
setting up the area and coffee.  The variety and amount of baked goods received was amazing.
We appreciated the support of all of our Bethany bakers!

IHN Host Week
Our next IHN host week is December 23 - 30.  We will begin planning IHN week the end of
this month.  If you are interested in helping with meals, driving the van, or staying overnight,



please call Carolyn B. Hofmann to volunteer.  If you are not able to volunteer but would like
to support this project, we are looking for donations of Acme gift cards in any denomination
to help with the expense of buying the food supplies for the families. Please mark the gift card
for IHN week.  We purchase food for their snacks, breakfast and lunch during the week.  We
don’t usually know what items we need to buy until the day they come to us so it is easier to
then go out and buy the supplies rather than ask for donations of the actual food items.
Thanks for considering this request.

Gifts of the Heart
Gifts of the Heart will benefit 10 different missions supported by Bethany. Enclosed with this
newsletter is a Gifts of Heart list. The Mission Committee selected eleven of the mission
projects Bethany supports. You can use this list to give a gift in someone’s name or as a
special Christmas donation you would like to make.  You may want to write a card and tell the
person this gift was given by you in their name.  Return your list and check at the Mission
table in the Social Hall, the offering plate or the church office.

The Giving Tree
The Giving Tree will benefit twelve families at H.M. Life Opportunities and the families of
IHN. IHN is an emergency shelter for homeless families and HM Life Opportunities provides
transitional housing to families up to two years.  Several of our IHN guests have gone to live
at HM Life.

The Giving Tree will contain gift tags for certificates to area businesses for our IHN families
when they move into their new homes.  It will also have tags for requested gift items from
members of twelve families from HM Life that we have committed to support for the
holidays.

If you would like to provide for one of the gifts requested but don’t want to do the shopping,
the Mission Committee will shop for you.   Look for members of the Mission Committee at
the table in the Social Hall beginning on November 18 and each Sunday through December.

How the Giving Tree Works:

�xTake a tag from the Giving Tree in the social hall.
�xRecord your name and number of the tag on the list provided.
�xBuy the item on the tag.  If it is for a gift certificate to Marc’s or Acme,
      get whatever amount works for your budget.
�xBring the gift back to the social hall unwrapped by December 9.

Angel Pins / Fair Trade Coffee
Angel Pins and Fair Trade Coffee Bags will benefit missions supported by Bethany. Angel
pins make great Christmas gifts.  Fair Trade Coffee bags are great to give to your host when
you arrive for a holiday meal.  Look for these items at the Missions table in the Social Hall



each Sunday.  Coffee order forms are available on our website.  Place your order and pick up
your gift-wrapped bag the next Sunday.

If you have any questions about any of these mission projects,
please stop by our Missions table in the Social Hall or contact

Carolyn B. Hofmann

***********************
United Church of Christ – What Matters

We Thank God by Working for a Just and Loving World

"To believe is to care. To care is to act." Several years ago, this slogan was printed on bumper
stickers to describe the United Church of Christ. Critics found the slogan lacking because it didn't
mention God at all. For others close to the heart of the UCC, they knew God is at the heart of, and
all wrapped-up in, our caring and acting.

God creates. God loves. God's hope for all that God made is one of a peaceable reign of love and
justice. Filled with gratitude for all God's good gifts, God's hope is our hope. Our hope connects with
God's hope. We share in both God's vision and work for the entire world.

The Bible describes this vision in a variety of ways that includes paradise (Isaiah 11:6-9) and a
peaceable realm (Isaiah 2:2-4), a great banquet (Luke 14:15-24), and a new heaven and earth
(Revelation 21:1-5). We see it in God's delivery of those from slavery and hear it in the justice-loving
voices of prophets. We especially see it in Jesus. In him, the realm of God drew near (Luke 17: 20-
21). He taught about it, proclaimed it in prophetic stances, and lived it through offering his life for
others. We glimpse God's reign even now, and look for the fulfillment of God's love and justice in the
future.

Look around and it doesn't take long to discover, however, that the vision isn't fully realized. We see
a world where violence, discrimination, and hunger are weapons of greed and fear. We notice those
who are ignored are often victims of other's self interest—left in poverty with little hope. We
wonder how long the world, our environmental home, can take the stress and depletion of human want.
We scratch our heads in amazement that nations war against nations and religions against religions—
destroying the lives of the world's children.

Yet God's vision breaks through in the bold witness of God's people. By God's grace, we extend our
hands to others through generous acts of service and compassion. We reach across cultural, racial,
and religious divides reconciling ourselves to one another. In solidarity with those who are most
vulnerable in our world, we do justice. God comes in moments of healing, peace, and deliverance.

The UCC connects caring and acting, gratitude and giving, peace and justice, service and advocacy in a
life of prayer and justice. We don't usually settle for things to just merrily-roll-along when our world
is hurting. Instead, we follow Christ's lead and seek to address a broad range of concerns . In 1959,
soon after the founding of the UCC, we first outlined the broad arena of global concerns in the "Call



to Christian Action in Society". Today, we encourage both individuals and congregations to link with
both local and global concerns. With thanks to God, we call upon our congregations to network
together  and participate in God's reign of love and justice. Imagine another world is possible .


