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ACTIVE GRATITUDE

As we prepare to gather with loved ones and friends for a day of “thanks-giving” it seems appropriate to con
just what is involved in giving “thanks”. One of the most common admonitions in this regard it to “count yc
blessings.” And it's true, this we should certainly do. When we do, we’re bound to find that the list is long:
love of family, friends and church; the warmth of home; the fulfilment of work; countless gifts and abilitie
experiences and challenges that form our character and make us who we are; support and strength in tir
difficulty, loss, or struggle. All these gifts and more, God gives us in abundance. Yes, there is so much for whi
be thankful. It is good to count our blessings.

Yet, I'd like to suggest that counting our blessings is not enough. We need to practice a more “active gratitt
Why? Because “active gratitude” truly cherishes the blessings, nurtures them, and passes them on. God has
us and will always seek to bless us. But God wants us to respond to those blessings in a way that cherishes
nurtures them, and passes them on. That's because God wants the blessings to last and to be a means o
blessing in our lives and in the lives of others.

What is “active gratitude?” The answer is simple: acting in a way that honors the gift. That means seeing
actions are key to receiving and nurturing the blessing and doing whatever | can to act in those ways.

That means that if one of the things that | can “count” among my blessings is family. I'm not really grateful for
blessing of family if | act in ways that neglect it and weaken it. If | always come home late from work, never
around the house, never talk with my children, or allow our life to develop in such a way that we lead lart
separate lives and are rarely together, I'm hardly expressing gratitude. So though one of my greatest blessing
be family, if | don’t live with them in a way that shows that | cherish the blessing, want to nurture it, and help pa
on through the members of my family, I'm not truly grateful.

“Active gratitude” also has implications for how we live together as a church. Bethany has a strong sens
community, mutual care, and support. As a faith family we have these blessings today because many people
responded to the blessings of this family in a way that honored them. They have sought to cherish them, n
them, and pass them on. They have invested their time, their talent, and their treasure to do this. They havi
there for one another and let those who were absent know that they were missed. They have shared their gi
welcomed the gifts of others. They have given of their financial resources in a way that expressed that wo
Christ’'s church was a high priority in their life. We, today, are blessed because their “active gratitude” cheris
nurtured, and passed on the blessings of true faith community to us.

We dare not take this blessing for granted. Its future depends on our receiving it with “active gratitude.” So
count Church School as a blessing, then, if I'm a parent, “active gratitude” means having my child there regular
receive that blessing and share it with others. If I count the Christmas Pageant as a blessing, then I'll have my
there for the rehearsals. If | count an adult class as a blessing, then I'll be there regularly. If | count the Y
Fellowship as a blessing, then I'll be there to help strengthen the group. If I count one of the choirs as a blessir
faithfully attend the rehearsals. If | count New Trinity partnership as a blessing, I'll share activities beyond the
Peace Concert. Without “active gratitude” we're really taking our blessings for granted, and putting many of the
jeopardy.

In this Thanksgiving season may God help us “count our blessings” and also respond with “a



Thanksgiving Eve Service — 7:30 p.m.

Wednesday, November 21, 2007

The Sacrament of Holy Communion
Scriptures: Deuteronomy 26:1-11, Philippians 4:4-9
Sermon ~ Gratitude as a Discipline

Family Sunday ~ November 25, 2007

Scriptures: Colossians 1:11-20
Sermon -All the Powers!

Sunday Morning Opportunities ...
8:30 a.m.  Worship(Story and Song)/ Special Music

9:15 a.m.  Church Schoolfor Children and Adults
10:30 a.m.  Worshipbon Singers/ Young Shepherds/ Baptisms/ Children remain in worship
11:30 a.m. Social Hour Host: Sr. High Class

Adult Classes at 9:15a.m: Lounge Class; Bible Discoveries; Seasons of the Spirit; Seekers; Senior High;
(Please arrive on time) Upper Room; Perspective Class

. | _ | _
Give Yourself! Bible Discoveries wil not

Thanks for doing just that! th .
Thanks to all who've shared in our joyous Dedication M€€t on Sunday November 257. We will

Sunday opportunity to “Give Yourself” As of Mmeet again on December 2" so please
November 18, we have received 145 Estimates|of finish reading Chapter 2 (pp. 84-101) in
Giving cards totaling $246,064.60. This is a gfeat the book Desire of the Everlasting Hills.
start at funding our ministry and mission as Disciples
of Christ in 2008! Yet much still depends on th
response of those who have not yet responded. If you
h
e

have not yet made an Estimate of Giving, a card ?@@Zﬁ @Wﬂﬁ fwﬂ @IMZ‘WT/]

been mailed to you or additional ones are availab
the pew racks. You may return your card to the office
or put it in the offering plate during worship. In the : . . .
coming weeks we can all prayerfully support dne Kim Fratz is organizing the decorating of the
another as we await those remaining responses. | May Sanctuary for the Christmas season. HEL'?
God bless our shared ministry as we respond to Will be needed on Saturday, December 1°.
Christ’s call to “Give Yourself!” We will gather at 11:00 to get organized and

begin decorating as soon as the Christmas
Pageant rehearsal ends. Kim wants to feed
the volunteers something for their time and
talent but as of this writing ... she has no idea

@ﬂ”@p@ﬂ”@ f@ﬂo (Tﬁ@m@fgi@iﬂﬂg @@y g what! So, you will have to take your chances

Join us th¥Vednesday, Novembe21 ©on the food part. She does know she needs
Bethany’s Thanksgiving Eve Communion ServiddoHt Please call her to let he|r know you will
7:30 p.m., childcare provided. join her...(before she calls you!)



Advent: "coming" or "arrival"

The first Sunday in Advent is almost here! Plan to
attend the 10:30 a.m. worship service December
2" when the Sunday School classes will share the
meaning of the many Advent symbols. After
worship we will continue our celebration and
gather in the social hall for a light lunch and an
Advent craft!

We hope you will @@k©bf& us.

Youth Fellowship Schedule

Dec. 2 6:00 pm | Movie Night
Dec. 9 | 11:45am | Lunch/ Good Neighbors
Dec. 16 4:30 pm | Christmas Party

Deadline for Feb. ' & 2" Retreat — Dec. 2%

Confirmation Schedule
Dec. 6 6:15 pm | Meal, Music, Class
Dec. 9 11:30 am | Mentor meal

— o
the Bethany Buckeyes wil meet
again on Friday, December 7™ (yes its
December already!). A reminder, to those

attending, you should bring a small covered dish,
with food in it, to be shared with the group. The

main entree will be provided.
—

e

Congregation Meetin

%0

If you enjoy singing Christmas music
and want an opportunity to try out the
Chancel Choir this invitation is just what
you've been waiting for. The first hour of
choir rehearsal is spent rehearsing for the
Christmas Concert, which is December 16 .
Rehearsals are on Thursday evenings from
7:30 — 8:30 p.m.

Anyone who loves to sing is welcome.

Falalalala La La LaLal %o ~

GOOD NEIGHBORS, INC.

1601 Munroe Falls Ave., Cuy. Falls
“Christianity in Action”

Good Neighbors will help 700 families this season.
We provide food and gifts for those who mostly live
in the Cuyahoga Falls/Stow area. Needed: non-
perishable foods, soap and paper products, gifts (no
wrapped) for all ages, monetary donations to buy
perishables, your help during the drive. Items will be
collected at the above address any Tuesday ol
Thursday between 9:00 am and 2:00 pm. Also on
Friday, December*78:15 am and 12:00 pm.

Come and HELP ~ we need YOU!

All they want for Christmas
a JOb!

We have three youth who want to go with other
e Bethany members on the 2008 Esperanza Mission
S Trip. But unlike the adults going on the trip, they

g p don’'t have the income resources to pay for their
There will be a brief congregational meeting

December 9thjn the sanctuary, immediatel
following the 10:30 worship service. The purpfée

n share. (Cost is around $650.00) So, how can you
help with their Christmas wish? Give them a job!
They are willing to work — how about gift-

wrapping? Babysitting? Shoveling snow?

of the meeting will be to receive the slate af Cleaning house?

candidates, recommended by Spiritual Council
affirmed by Consistory, to serve on Consistory \Zth

terms beginning in 2008.

d Whatever you have just give them a call.
Emma Jensen

Keith McDevitt

a Ariel Myers




MITTEN MADNESS

FOR MILLER AVE. PROJECT

The children and youth of the Akron Miller Ave. UCC
Mission Church neighborhood need new sets of
mittens and hats to keep them toasty and warm as
they brave the cold winter elements. Won't you
please help keep the Knitwits knitting by donating
to the Mitten Madness for Miller Ave. Project today?
Be a Snowflake donor: $1-$9 / Snowball donor:
$10-$19 / Blizzard donor: $20 and up. Any and all
gifts are encouraged, welcomed and needed. Your
gifts will be acknowledged by adding a snowflake
with your name to the Mitten Madness for Miller
Ave. Mission Tree at Trinity UCC, Wadsworth. All
money donated will be used to purchase yarn and
supplies for the Mitten Madness for Miller Ave.
Project and anything above and beyond will support
the Lunch on Us program at Miller Ave. Please
forward your donation to the Trinity UCC,
Wadsworth, 215 High St., Wadsworth, OH 44281
today (please note “Mitten Madness for Miller Ave.”
in the memo field on your check).

Rememiber in your prayers ...

t Doris Brubaker, Cleveland Clinic
t Dorothy Peyek,Home from hospital

+ In Sympathy...

We extend our Christian sympathy

Thank Yo

Rake & Run — Thanks! >

Lack of leaves being down caused the cancellation of
our first Rake & Run last Sunday. But we got them all
done on Sunday, November™8 Thanks to all the
youth who came out, along with lots of other
volunteers from Youth Committee, Confirmands and
mentors, other adults and kids. Thanks to Donah
Gehlert for providing lunch and Holly Keenan and
friends and family for providing dinner. It was a great
day!

Bethany,

What a pleasant surprise to receive recognition for
45 years of ministry during the worship services at
Bethany on Sunday, November™1 Your love and
thoughtfulness touched me deeply. The gift of the
book will be a good one to read during my
recuperation from my next (or is it neckst?!) surgery.
Mark

Remember to bring in yolkCME receipts!
Receipts must be dated
Beginning: September 29, 2007
Ending: February 16, 2008
Acme Fresh Market will issue a rebate check equal to 5%
of the Cash Back amount printed at the bottom of the
@déipt. The Cash Back amount includesAaiine brand

prayers to the fam”y Of Jeannette Paddisome@handise purchases. Ask your families, friends, co-

the death of her sister, Bette Jane Mi

Novemberti2

t Prayer: God, our God, you hear our cry
and listen to our prayer. Grant that we may
know that our redeemer lives and, trusting in
you, be confident that we will not be lost or
forgotten. We ask this in the name of Jesus
the Lord. Amen.

workers and neighbors to save them too!

3%$.V.P. stores not included in the prograrihe YF is
collecting ACME receipts. We truly appreciate your
support as the proceeds help fund the youth mission trip.

Window Contributions
January — October 2007

Outstanding Debt | Contributions Balance

$ 25,000 $ 14,546 $ 10,454




Calendar for additions to ~ or ~ changes to the
2007 monthly calendar mailed to you.
November 2£' to November 28

11/21 8:00a Men’s Breakfast
9:30a Bible Study "
6:00p Labyrinth (S. Hall)
7:30p Communion Servicé Memory Bell Choir
Chancel ChoirChildcare available

1122 Happy Thanksgiving Daysffice Closed

11/23 Office Closed ¥
11/24

< Names of Sunday Volunteers are
published AHEAD of the scheduled
Sunday as a kindly reminder & an early
thank you

Family Sunday, November 25, 2007  volunteers for November 5

t  Nursery Available ~ 9:15-11:30 a.m.
1 Children remain in worship
T Jennie Stumm, guest organist

8:30a Worship(Story and Song)

9:15a Church Schoolfor Children and Adults
10:30a Worship/Baptisms
11:30a Social Hour
11:45a ¥ Day Rehearsal

11/26 9:00a Quilters
10:00a Newsletter Deadline
7:30p Just Peace Conce@ommittee (Lounge)¥

11/27 8:15a Staff Meeting (Lounge)

11/28 9:30a Bible Study (CE)
6:00p0 GREEN Committee (Loungd
7:00p COMMITTEE NIGHT

11/29 7:30p Choir Practice
11/30

December...
12/01 9:30a Pageant Rehearsal (Sanctuary) — 12?00p
11:00a Christmas Decorating with Kim!

First Sunday in_Adwvent

Family Sunday - December 2, 2007

t Nursery Available ~ 9:15—11:30 a.m.
t Children remain in worship

8:30a Worship(Communion)

9:15a Church Schoolfor Children and Adults <

10:30a Worship/Communion
11:30a Advent CelebrationlLight Lunch, Craft (SH)

11:30a Bethany Nurse BP Check
11:45a % Day Rehearsal
5:00p Youth Committee Meeting
6:00p YF Movie Night (S. Hall)

Esperanza Cup Washing: A. Myers, A. Wachovec
Greeters: P. Peyak, M. Mueller, S. Ende-Saxe
Music: Special Music/ Son Singers, Young Shepherds

Social Hour: Sr. Hi Class

Ushers: J. & S. Mancinelli, H. Walker, S. Truby, S. Ward,
M. Jensen, H. Bowman, C. Eberhardt,

Van Driver: J. France

\_ Visitor Outlook: N. Read

< Nursery: M. Peyak, J. France, B. Lees, M. Millsaps

< If you are unable to volunteer the day you are
scheduledplease remembeo:
% find someoneto take your place
...and then
% call the church officeso we may make
necessary changes on our schedules

Volunteers for December™
Esperanza Cup Washing: Esperanza Youth
Greeters: F. Read and A. Renner/ T. Urasek Family
Lay Reader: Deb Ocepek
Music: Memory Bell Choir/ Son Singers, Young Shepherds
Nursery: T.Jensen, A. McVan, V. McVan, R. Read
Social Hour: Advent Celebration
Ushers: R./S. Holle, M. Jensen, M. Seguin, M. Seymour,
S./R. Alberson, Karen Fratz, A. McVan,
H. Bowman, B./C. Pletzer
Van Driver: C. Frederick

KVisitor Outlook: R. Schreiber



Bethany’s Missions

IHN Host Week

Our next IHN host week is December 23 - 30. We will begin planning IHN week the end of this month. If
you are interested in helping with meals, driving the van, or staying overnight, please call Carolyn B
Hofmann to volunteer. If you are not able to volunteer but would like to support this project, we are looking
for donations of Acme gift cards in any denomination to help with the expense of buying the food supplies fc
the families. Please mark the gift card for IHN week. We purchase food for their snacks, breakfast and lunc
during the week. We don'’t usually know what items we need to buy until the day they come to us so it i
easier to then go out and buy the supplies rather than ask for donations of the actual food items. Thanks
considering this request.

Gifts of the Heart

Gifts of the Heart will benefit 10 different missions supported by Bethany. Enclosed with this newsletter is
Gifts of Heart list. The Mission Committee selected eleven of the mission projects Bethany supports. You ce
use this list to give a gift in someone’s name or as a special Christmas donation you would like to make. Y
may want to write a card and tell the person this gift was given by you in their name. Return your list an
check at the Mission table in the Social Hall, the offering plate or the church office.

The Giving Tree

The Giving Treewill benefit twelve families at H.M. Life Opportunities and the families of IHN. IHN is an
emergency shelter for homeless families and HM Life Opportunities provides transitional housing to familie:
up to two years. Several of our IHN guests have gone to live at HM Life.

The Giving Treewill contain gift tags for certificates to area businesses for our IHN families when they move
into their new homes. It will also have tags for requested gift items from members of twelve families from
HM Life that we have committed to support for the holidays.

If you would like to provide for one of the gifts requested but don’t want to do the shopping, the Mission
Committee will shop for you. Look for members of the Mission Committee at the table in the Social Hall
beginning on November 18 and each Sunday through December.

How theGiving TreeWorks:

xTake a tag from th&iving Treein the social hall.

XRecord your name and number of the tag on the list provided.

xBuy the item on the tag. If it is for a gift certificate to Marc’s or Acme,
get whatever amount works for your budget.

xBring the gift back to the social hall unwrapped by December 9.

Angel Pins / Fair Trade Coffee

Angel Pins and Fair Trade Coffee Bags will benefit missions supported by Bethany. Angel pins make gre:
Christmas gifts. Fair Trade Coffee bags are great to give to your host when you arrive for a holiday mee
Look for these items at the Missions table in the Social Hall each Sunday. Coffee order forms are availab
on our website. Place your order and pick up your gift-wrapped bag the next Sunday.

If you have any questions about any of these mission projects, please stop by our Missions table
in the Social Hall or contact Carolyn B. Hofmann.

United Church of Christ — What Matters

We Listen for the Still Speaking God



"If you think God's not finished with you yet, guess what? God's not even finished with God yet. God isn't finished with
you, or finished with the church or our world, or even letting us know more about God's own compassion, justice, hope,
and truth. If you are open, if you listen carefully, you'll discover what God is saying to this generation at this time in
history. There's more good news to be heard!

This understanding of God's "revelation" is a central aspect of United Church of Christ faith. We believe that God was
revealed in the past, but also in the present and the future. In the Bible, God was known through covenants with people
and nations, through prophets and teachers, through conflicts and commandments, in visions and songs, and through the
followers of Jesus and the church. God acted profoundly in the life and ministry, even in the death, of Christ. On Easter,

God declared in the resurrection of Jesus Christ, "I'l never, never stop speaking. Alleluia!" Throughout history, in
moments of compassion, justice, and peace, in our worship, sacraments, prayer, seeking, action, and silence, God continues
to speak.

In the UCC, our Constitution reminds us that we are called "in each generation to make this faith our own." A recent UCC
slogan conveys the call in another way: "Our faith is over 2000 years old. Our thinking is not." Now, we join with those
who came before us in discerning God's voice for our own time.

You are encouraged to discover God speaking through the Bible. We believe we are called to be attentive to God's Word
The Word we discover there, however, is not frozen in time. "Indeed, the word of God is living and active" (Hebrews

4:12). If you explore the Bible and move from book to book, you may discover that God is revealed in different ways,
sometimes even seemingly contradictory ways. At distinct moments in biblical history, God speaks in new ways about
God's unchanging intent of love, justice, deliverance, community, reconciliation, and peace. God continues to shed more
light and truth _ in our world. In a similar way, we are not limited by past understandings of scripture, but we seek new
insights and help for living the faith today. God is not finished with us yet.

In 1975, the Reverend Oliver Powell stated, "Clearly the stance of the United Church is toward the world. All its doors

and windows are open onto it. The church believes that God loves the world as much as [God] loves the church. . .".
Because our doors and windows are open, we listen for God in a variety of places out in the world: in the arts, in political
struggles, in the sciences, in media, in education, and especially in voices of those who are often ignored. For example, we
are not a people who simply dismiss reason and science as an enemy of faith. We affirm that God, indeed, may work
through the sciences. We have joined with other denominations who present evolution in a way that is not in opposition to
faith, but rather considers science as another way of appreciating the beauty and complexity of God's creation.

We also cherish the arts. In 1977, at our 11th General Synod, we expressed how God speaks through the arts as
prophetic and effective channels of God's judgment and grace. We said, "When we are drawn into a work of art, we
experience its transforming power; the arts open us to new ways of understanding both personal and public life and give
us insight and energy to act in love and justice for the sake of the Holy." Today, God is especially speaking through a

beautiful diversity of voices. God continues to form us through new people among us, offering a multicultural  mosaic that
reflects all of creation. We also hear God's voice in public policy that advocates for those who are poor, hungry, or most
vulnerable in our society. Consider, for example, how God is known through work in behalf of children in the areas of

public education, health, and policy .

We celebrate our common ground, while honoring our differences: "In essentials, unity; in nonessentials, diversity; in all
things, charity.” In covenant with one another, we prayerfully seek together as the church, the Body of Christ, to discern
God's voice in the midst of so many voices. We are aware, at the same time, that God's voice may come in a lone voice,
crying out in a world that does not listen.

Even without words at all, often as we wait in silence, we know God still comes.



