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Last Sunday’s worship was focused on baptism. semmon lifted up baptism as both God’s gift —
a promise of unconditional love, and our respofigib+ to trust that promise and live its truth.

Sharing in a baptism gave us a new opportuniteteive that gift and accept that responsibility —
to be renewed in our awareness of the greatne&odf love and in our commitment to make it
real to one another, especially to the child whoebaptize.

These words by William Willimon remind us that we this not as a means of getting something
for ourselves, but simply so that we may belon@hoist and be one in him. That, after all, is’éfe
greatest purpose and joy.

The way | read church history, most of our really big theological misthkes occurred in the
interest of evangelism. In reaching out to speak to the world, to reactotte for Christ, sometimes
we fall. We offer the world nothing of much different than what the world already has.

A recent study of evangelist preaching in the last few decadesderiteat there are two primary
ways of presenting the gospel. The gospel is advocated either as sgntleéttican be historically
verified (thus historical criticism), or the gospel is a mgdor getting something that you want like a
sense of joy, well being, or whatever it is you happen to want iddifether words, the gospel is
presented as a technique for getting something else that you wantmeverthan you want the
gospel! In my experience, it is this utilitarian approach thamisst popular in the churches of my
experience.

The gospel is thereby rendered into something useful and is commended to the world as diétbas
alleged utility. Do you want more joy in your life? Come to JesusildMmu like to have a happier
family life? Come to Jesus.

Sometimes, in this manner of presentation, the gospel is subsetwieamething else that is
considered more valuable than the gospel — joy, peace, a sense of meaning, and so forth.

But what if the gospel is more than a technique, more than a meansimgf gesomething else? What
if, in the light of this Sunday’s scripture, the gospel is about theepoesof Christ coming into your
world, into your life?

What if the gospel is not so much a technique for getting something elsan lemicounter with
someone else? What if the Christian faith is mainly a matter of being met byeth€hgst?

In my experience, that encounter may bring joy, or peace, but it could as easily briffgundreense
of disease, dislocation, and pain. What if the Christian faith is not a nedfamsr getting what we
want from God but rather what happens in us when God gets what God wants from us?

May God help us move our focus from ourselves, wkatvant, or hope to get to God, what God
wants, and hopes to get from us. May God helpeug$s self-absorbed and more Christ-absorbec
May God help us live our baptism.

With Baptismal Hope,
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Scriptures: lIsaiah 49:1-7, John 1:29-42
Sermon: God Gets Personal

8:30 a.m. Worship(Healing & Reconciliation)/ Special Music
9:15a.m. Church Schoolor Children and Adults

10:30 a.m. WorshipChancel Choir/ Children’s Sunday School
11:30 a.m.  Social HoutYouth Committee

Adult Classes at 9:15 a.m.: Lounge Class; Bible Discoveries; Seasons of the Spirit; Seekengr Sigh;

(Please arrive on time) Upper Room; Perspective Class
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With Gratitude, Steve

I H N Training There will be a brief meeting for the youth who want

All IHN volunteers are being asked to attend one session of t0 wash cups to help raise funds for t2€09
IHN Volunteer RETRAINING in January. There are two  Esperanza Mission Tripanuary 20", after the 10:30
more sessions to choose from and each one is two hours worship service in the Lounge

long. Please let Carolyn know which session you will be
attending. If possible, she would appreciate you letting her
know a week before so she can communicate this to the
IHN office so they know how many to expect. Thanks in
advance for fitting one of these sessions into your already
busy schedule. ¥

Carolyn B. Hofmann

330-543-3897 (W) 330-929-7704 (H) ! TR %
chofmann@chmca.org & %

Thursday, January 17" 7:00pm - 9:00 pm

Trinity Lutheran of Loyal Oak, 3281 S. Cleveland- -1- ! % (
Massillon Rd., Akron 44203
)% o+t - #

Sunday, January 20' 2:00pm - 4:00 pm % & -/ 0
Fairlawn West UCC, 2095 West Market St., Akron 44313
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Sunday - 28 5:00 pm Leave for Just Peace ( ( (0 +) 0 ( ))
Celebration "
Saturday - 26" 10:00 am Leave fdunch on )
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Join us for an evening of gospel Music, Fellowship

and Praise as we honor the ideals of Dr. Martin
Luther King and our Partnership with New Trinity.
Bethany’s Bell Choir the New Trinity Praise Dancers

and the voices of both congregations will join in song

and celebration on Sundajanuary 20" at 6:00 pm.

At New Trinity Missionary Baptist Church, located at

1380 Hartford Ave., Akron OH 44320. Following the !

music program, we will meet with our New Trinity " #
friends for punch and cookies. Please call Janice $
Williams at 330-253-4802 for more information.
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Annual Meeting & Dinner

Gifts for Baby Jesus

P # Gifts of infant care items will continue to be
$%&'% !! # collectedthrough Januaryand may be brought to
"%() '(* ! the table in the social hall. The gifts will be used

to assist babies and their families served by Good
Neighbors, Interfaith Hospitality Network and
Williard Food Pantry. Thank you for your

Pirate Nite at Donate’s  ccreos

How We’re Doing

| 45 %a Income | Expenses + or
' ( ) * December 39,970 41,720 - 1,750
* + (,-& Y-T-D 340,982 337,603 + 3,379
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Ralph Gray, Akron General
Sﬂ@@\ﬂ) 0 + 01 T Anna Rorrer, home
T Harvey Koudela, home
T

\\ Jim France, home



t Margaret Saltsman, Altercare(Country Place)

Request from the office ...

We hope by now every member of Bethany has
received their box of giving envelopes. Many of you
picked them up at church and postage costs were
SAVED, thank you! We appreciate you using your
new envelopes; doing so saves much needed time. If
you forget your envelope at home please try and
memorize your number so that you can write it on a
pew envelope. Also, please fill out the enfrent of
your envelope:
T The amount enclosed
t Specific Fund (General Budget, Altar Flowers,
Memorial, Mission, etc.)

t Mark check or cash
Example follows:

The rosebud on the altar last Sunday was in honor of
Joshua Robert Ferdas baptism. Joshuais the son of
Megan (McVan) Ferda and Stephen C. Ferda and
brother of Nicholas and Benjamin.

JJ I £33 I3 5B 83 575

! n #$
520 Meredith Lane, #418 Cuy. Falls OH 44221

Peace Prayer. Send Thy peace O Lol
which is perfect and everlasting, that our sc
may radiate peace. Send Thy peace O Lord
we may think, act and speak harmoniously. ¢
Thy peace O Lord, that weay be contented ai
thankful for Thy bountiful gifts. Send Thy peac
Lord, that amidst our worldly strife, we may en
Thy bliss. Send Thy peace O Lord, that we
endure all, tolerate all, in the thought of Thy gr:
and mercy. Send Thy peace Od,dhat our lives
may become a Divine vision and in Thy light,
darkness may vanish. Send Thy peace O Lorc
Father and Mother, that we Thy children on Ee
may all unite in one family.

Thank you,

To Rev. Gehlert, Rev. Steiner and the entire Bethany family
from the family of Gerry Hunter,

Please accept our heartfelt thanker your spiritual
comfort and guidance, flowers, communion, prayers and
post-service meal. You truly eased her path to be with our
Lord. Bless you all, Joe Hunter

Thank youfor the beautiful poinsettia and to Sharon
Otto for delivering it. It was greatly appreciated.
Warren and Mary Jo Graves

Dear Members of Bethany,

Thank youso much for all the Christmas cards. | was
surprised by the number of you who took the time to senc
me cards at this busy time of the year. Thank again for
thinking of me. God Bless you all.  Donald L. Hafliger

Dear Friends,

Thank youfor the lovely poinsettia delivered by Sharon
Otto. Beautiful! 1 miss running around in snow-never
minded the cold. We have been spoiled with mild winters.
| remember when! Love Mary Coffield

Thank you for the beautiful poinsettia delivered by
Sally Mellott. Jean Pekar

Heartfelt thanksto the terrific crew of people who gave

up their Saturday morning to help take down the Christma
decorations in the Sanctuary. We are truly blessed to hav
such kind and willing helpers! Kim Fratghey are:
Sharon Alberson, Pat Cochran, Harry Cool, Marty
Crichton, Shirley Ende-Saxe, Karen Fratz, Oz Hibbard,
John Mancinelli, Martha Peyak, Ron Radloff, Danielle
Radloff, Frank Read Carolyn Shroyer, MaryJo Trall,
Becky Wachovec, Beth Wiser, Megan Wiser



Calendar for additions to ~ or ~ changes to the
2008 monthly calendar mailed to you.
January 16" to January 27"

01/16 8:00a Men'’s Breakfast (Lounge)
9:30a Bible Study (CE)
6:45p C.E. Committee Meeting
7:30p Consistory (Lounge)

01/17 6:15p Confirmation Meal, Music, Class
7:30p Choir Practice

01/18 10:00a Newsletter Deadline for 01/22
6:00p Wedding Rehearsal

01/19 11:30a Bethany Kitchen (S. Hall)
4:00p Seguin Wedding

%" H#& H#&&(
T Nursery Available ~ 9:15-11:30 a.m.

8:30a Worship(Healing & Reconciliation)
9:15a Church Schoolfor all Ages
10:30a Worship/Children’s Sunday School <

11:30a Social Hour
11:30a 2009Esperanza Youth Cup Washing Mtg. (L)

Names ofSunday Volunteers are
published AHEAD of the scheduled
Sunday as a kindly reminder & an
earlythank you!

- Volunteers for January 20

Esperanza Cup Washing: Emma

Greeters: The Spencer Family/ The Bebout Family

Lay Reader: Linda Goodwin

Music: Special Music/ Chancel Choir

Nursery: S. Ward, J. France, B. Lees, K. McDevitt

Social Hour: Youth Committee

Ushers: J./S. Mancinelli, B. Charton, S. Truby, S. Ward,
J./J. Ingram, C. Eberhardt

Van Driver: B. Read

11:45a  Day Practice
5:00p Youth leave church to J.P. Celebration
s $ W

01/21 OFFICE CLOSED- Martin Luther King Jr. Day

01/22 8:15a NO Staff Mtg.
7:00p PIM Stewardship Class (Lounge)

01/23 9:30a Bible Study (CE)
6:00p Environmental Stewardship (Lounge)
7:00p COMMITTEE NIGHT
7:30P Music Committee

01/24 7:30p Chancel Choir

01/25 5:30p Gathering fo€E MOVIE NIGHT *
(Veggie Tales)

01/26 10:00a Lunch on Usat Miller Ave. YOUTH

) %" HEE(
T Nursery Available ~ 9:15-11:30 a.m.

8:30a Worship(Story & Song) <
9:15a Church School for All Ages
10:30a Worship/Children remain in worship

\_ Visitor Outlook: J. Ingram

If you are unable to volunteer the day you are
scheduledplease remembeio:
find someoneto take your place
...and then
call the church officeso we may make
necessary changes on our schedules

4 Volunteers for January 27
Esperanza Cup Washing: Emma
Greeters: The Zeller Family/ Ralph & Mary Bowmaster
Music: Chancel Choir/ Children’s Choirs
Nursery: T.Jensen, A. Lorentz, T. Ocepek, A. Myers
Ushers: L. Luginbill, H. Walker, M. Seguin, M. Seymour, N.
buck, K. Fratz, E. Frederick, H. Nagel
Van Driver: F. Read

11:30a  ANNUAL MEETING & DINNER *
2:00p Play Rehearsal “Trial of Job” (Sanctuary)

KVisitor Outlook: Beth Lees



1235 Broad Blvd.
Cuyahoga Falls OH 44221

Office: 330-923-5277
Fax: 330-923-3210
E-Mails
bethany@bethany.ald.net
pastor@bethany.ald.net
cwood@bethany.ald.net
Website
www.bethany.ald.net

Sunday Worship
8:30 and 10:30 a.m.

Church school for all ages
9:15 a.m.

Staff:

Rev. Stephen Gehlert, Sr. Pastor
Rev. Mark Steiner, Visitation Pastor
Carol Wood, Admin. Assistant
Barbara McCrady, Secretary

Carolyn Shroyer, Church School
Philip Formas, Adult Vocal Director
Carolyn Curtis, Organist

Donna McDonald, Bell Choir Director
Bart Clemente, Bldg. Superintendent
Carol Clemente, Bldg. Superintendent
Susan Jensen, Bldg. Superintendent
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Come and see Bethany Members in
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Faith in Action—Interfaith Caregivers ¢ 50 N. Prospect St « Akron, OH 44304 « 330-
922-1900
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